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to abolish. The government's reply, that they
had made a purely formal concession to Conserva-
tism, which would in reality weaken, rather than
strengthen, the influence of the Ceda, made no
impression at all. The inevitable climax was
reached. The life of Madrid was completely
immobilised by strikes. Rioting followed, and the
hidden stores of firearms, such as they were, began
to make their appearance.
At the beginning of October, Franco, having
just returned from manoeuvres, at which he had
accompanied Diego Hidalgo at the latter's special
invitation, asked for short leave before returning
to the Baiearics in order to travel to Oviedo, where
he had personal business to attend to. Chance
delayed his departure, and for the next few days he
remained in Madrid. On October 6th, the disturb-
ances became so serious that the government
feared the worst. But Hidalgo took a decisive step.
He called Franco to his side, and from that moment
the government was at war with all forms of
disorder.
Franco was in his element. Once authority was
granted him he overcame all resistance to it.
In Madrid the problem seemed to him simple.
Riflemen posted in commanding positions through-
out the city, with orders to fire on the participators
in any hostile demonstration, soon restored such a
discipline as Franco himself might have admired.
Barcelona presented a more serious problem, for